
Saturday, July 27 at 4:00pm / Caramoor Grounds

Bang on a Can Festival Ensemble 
plays Terry Riley’s In C

3:00pm / Pre-concert conversation in the Venetian Theater with members of Bang on a Can. 

About In C
 
Composed in 1964, Terry Riley’s In C is one of the most influential works in modern music. Riley, an American composer 
trained in classical and jazz traditions, was part of a generation searching for new ways to break free from the complexities 
of 20th-century concert music. In C was his radical answer: a piece made of 53 short musical patterns that any number 
of musicians can repeat and layer at their own pace. With no traditional conductor and just a steady pulse on the note C, 
the music flows organically — shimmering, joyful, and always changing. The premiere took place in San Francisco with 
a group of friends, including future music legends like Steve Reich, and quickly became a cult hit. It marked the birth 
of minimalism, a musical style that would go on to influence everything from classical music to rock, electronic, and 
film scores. Today’s performance is a celebration of Riley’s 90th birthday; a dynamic spatial-specific music adventure of this 
minimalist classic specially designed for the grounds of Caramoor.
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To access Caramoor's WiFi network, locate “Caramoor-Free-WiFi” on your device and follow on-screen instructions 
to join our network.



Caramoor Center for Music and the Arts, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible as provided by law. 

SUPPORT CARAMOOR
 
As a nonprofit organization, we are deeply grateful to our generous community of patrons, 
whose individual support makes up the majority of our annual operating budget. 
Your gift helps sustain exceptional artistry, care for our beautiful gardens and grounds, 
and support the next generation of musicians.

 Donate today in any amount and explore the benefits of membership by scanning this QR code 
or contacting us at membership@caramoor.org.

About Bang on a Can

Founded in 1987 by composers Michael Gordon, David Lang, and Julia Wolfe, Bang on a Can has been creating an 
international community dedicated to innovative music, wherever it is found, and has grown from a one-day New York-
based Marathon concert to a multi-faceted performing arts organization with a broad range of year-round international 
activities. In addition to its festivals LONG PLAY (Brooklyn) and LOUD Weekend at MASS MoCA, current projects include 
The People's Commissioning Fund, a membership program to commission emerging composers; the Bang on a Can All-
Stars, who tour to major festivals and concert venues around the world every year; recording projects; cross-disciplinary 
collaborations and projects with DJs, visual artists, choreographers, filmmakers, and much more. 

Bang on a Can’s inventive and aggressive approach to programming and presentation has created a large and vibrant 
international audience made up of people of all ages who are rediscovering the value of contemporary music. Bang on a 
Can has also recently launched its new digital archive, CANLAND, an extensive archive of its recordings, videos, posters, 
program books, and more. Thirty-three years of collected music and associated ephemera have been digitized and archived 
online and is publicly accessible in its entirety at www.canland.org. 

www.bangonacan.org

We are grateful to ArtsWestchester, the New York State Council on the Arts, and the National Endowment for the Arts 
for their generous support of Caramoor’s 2025 Summer Season.

About Terry Riley 

Composer and performer Terry Riley is one of the founders of music’s Minimalist movement. 

His early works, notably In C, pioneered a form in Western music based on structured 
interlocking repetitive patterns. The influence of Riley’s hypnotic, multi-layered, polymetric, 
brightly orchestrated Eastern-flavored improvisations and compositions is heard across the span 
of contemporary and popular music. 

Performers who have commissioned and/or played his works include: Kronos Quartet, Rova 
Saxophone Quartet, ARTE Quartet, Array Music, Zeitgeist, Steven Scott Bowed Piano Ensemble, 

John Zorn, Sarah Cahill, Calder Quartet, Arditti Quartet, Amati Quartet, Alter Ego, and Paul Dresher, among many others. 

Born in Colfax, California, Riley studied at Shasta College, San Francisco State University, and the San Francisco 
Conservatory before earning an MA in composition at the University of California, Berkeley, studying with Seymour 
Shifrin and Robert Erickson. At UC Berkeley, he met La Monte Young; together they worked with the dancer Anna 
Halprin. During a sojourn to Europe 1962-64, he collaborated with members of the Fluxus group, playwright Ken Dewey, 
and trumpeter Chet Baker, and was involved in street theater and happenings. In 1965, he moved to New York and joined 
La Monte Young’s “Theater of Eternal Music.” 1967 was the year of his first all-night concert at the Philadelphia College of 
Art and he began a collaboration with visual artist Robert Benson. An influential teacher was Pandit Pran Nath, a master of 
Indian classical voice; Riley appeared in concert with him as tampura, tabla, and vocal accompanist for over 25 years. Riley 
continues to perform in concerts of his music and of Indian classical music, as well as conducting raga-singing seminars. 
He also appears in concerts with Indian sitarist Krishna Bhatt, saxophonist George Brooks, guitarist Gyan Riley and with 
virtuoso Italian bassist, Stefano Scodanibbio.


